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[From the Baltimore Clipper, |
ADDRESS OF THE MAYOR
10 THE

CITIZENS OF BALTIMORE.

Mavon's Orrics, Civy Hall,
Baltimore, Oct. 19, 1867, ;'
Events which have tr ired within a day or
two past, induce me [u justice to the position in
which 1 have' heen placed by your suftrages, lo

( make 4 briel statement to the public.

Since I took chan

of' the municipal govern-
ment of the ety of

altimore, it has been my en-

(deavor’ to ‘devole my best gnergies towapds the

maintenuuee of the public
lawlesencas whenever and w
found to exist.  In the discharge of my official
duties in this particulur, I have known 1o party,
and I hav# endeavored to impress upon those wet-
ing under me the observance of the strictest im-

ehoe, und to ebeck
rever it should be

! B:ﬁlhy. The' firat aimi of my wdministeation
has been Lo establish n government of law and

order. . With this view I/ have labored day and
night—throwing myself in gontact with the po-
Tice, and visiting all parta of the elty to seo thnt
no blatie attached in the prompt discharge of the
duties arsigned them. For more than fiftcen vears
1 have been more or lose connected with the pub-
lic affairs of this city, aud the prominent citizens

r who have m-olpcrut.ed with e, in the various

osta to which T have been culled, will do me the
ustice ‘Lo believe that I have acted at wll tinwa
with a single ¢ye o the advancement and pros
perity of the eity of Baltimore, g

When the new poliee was established it was
natucal that large calculations should be made
upon its efficiency. In the organization of that
force I acted for the best. In many instances of
bppointments, indeed -I may say.in moat of them,
I was compelled to lean upon the officers then in
the service of the city in whom T had confidence,
and to whom the appointees were personally
known.  That T may have committed errors, I am
free to admit; and these whenever exposed have
been promptly corrected and are still engnging
my attention from day to day. I will state, how-
ever, without -reservation, as my deliberate con-
viction, that no body of men of equal numbers,
taken without experience from civil lifs, could
heve conducted themselves, in the aggregate, with
more propriety and efficiency in the discharge of
the duties imposed upon them,

That some disappointment should have been felt
in the working of this system, I was prepared to
expect. The increase was not large enough to
guard every man’s house in the city of Baltimore
at all hours of the day and might. That they
could not be present on every oeccasion, to stay
the arm of the aseassin and extinguish the secret
torch of the incendiary, was equally evident to me.
And yet there were those who held the city gov-
erument respobsible for every outbreak—every
bar room rencontre—every nct of shooting how-
ever tuldden—every fire riot however beyond the
power ol the municipal arm—overy sceno of law-
lesaness whenever and wheréver committed, as
though a police faree of some ane hundred men dur-
ing the day and two hundred daring the night, scat-
tered over a city of 250,000 inhabitante could be
every where at the same lime (o correct and-effac-
toally suppress these abuses.

That lawlessness exists to an unusual extent
cannot be denied. It has become a prominent
chamcteristic of the times. In other citios, as well
as our own, this is unfortunately too manifest,
The whole country is suffering from this cause,
and from every part of the Union we hear com-
plaints of its fearful increase.

It is however a fact not to be lost sight of, that
here in the city of Baltimore, tho lawlessnces of
which we have most to complain, is confined to
drinking houses where politicians usually congre-
gate, or is referable to the excesses to which they
give rise. The eye of the police, howev.r vigi-
lant, could hardly be expected to sttend the citi-
zen at all times in his nightly bauuts, or to anticl-
pate the sudden outbursis of passion and violence
which party crimination and the free use of intox-
ioating stimulants are so likely to provoke. The
remedy is with the law which tolerates their exis-
tence in our midst, rather than the police.

It is due to the eity of Baltimore, in this con-
nexion, (o state that there is perhaps no city in
the Union where the public press draws more
largely for the entertainment of its readers upon
the police returns. This has placed the city of
Ba'timore in & relation of disparagement—apjar-
ont rather than actual-—and her true position has
been still further distorted by the grossest and
most shameful perversion of truth du the part of
certain roporters of the daily press. In their
eflort to break down the city government and the
police, under the influence of excited party rancor,
the city of Baltimore has been given up, without
remorse, to the abuse of the whole couutry.

It cannot have escaped notice, that for months
past there has been a systematic effort to break
dowa the wmunicipal government of the city of
Baltimore. There is bardly a week that murder
ous asgaults are not made upon her ofticers in all
purts of the city. . The Executive has found him-
sell without support fromi a large class who claim
to le lovers of law and order, und he has been
left to maintdin the peace of the ity as best he
might, with the force placed at his dieposal,
amidst the jeers and reproaches of those with
whom it has been his misfortune to differ in poli.
tieal sentiment.

It ia In no spirit of supplication that [ make
this statement. [ ask no favor from those who
have chiosen to place themselves in this hostile
attitude, and [ trust that I shall know how to
bring under subjection to the law, the combina-
tion which has been estublished in your midst to
puralyze the Exeoutive arm, and to destroy the
good name of your eity.

With this explanation I proceed to the more
direct object of this eommunication. The attempt
within the last few days to create excitemont
against the fairness nud efficicncy of the city gov-
ernment, has made it incumbent that the position
of ita Chiel Magistrate should not be misunder-
stood; A recurrerce to known and established
(s in N that T desire for the present.

The reeent municipal election, 1 regret to say,
has not been without its incidents of lawlesaneas
and bloodshed. These, although limited in ex-
teut, have been of a character certainly without
u precedent in our past history, because they have
exhibited the spectacle of an armed force through
out. the city, directed solely and exclusively to
bring the Fovrrmnuml. into disrepute, by a war
upon iis police.

The preparatio: s which had becn made to pre-
serve order at (he ballot bos, are open to the
reruting of the | ablic, 1 I'clr'nu desire to sup-
prees a single , or W conuive at any inierfe
rence with the luctive franchise. The party that
coukd sa far @ rade himself hy exacting -rr.'_!l i
service al mwy ¢ auds, would have found me as im-
practieabie, a8 1 have been uncompromising in
conceding to the humblest citizen the free and
untrammeled exercise of his constitutional rights,
My orders to the chief marahial on tho day of the
election were given in the presenee of w 1IIHEEM'd
who will fully establish their character and impar-
tinlity. The details of these arrangements spenk

the | their own comment. Esch ward in the city of

Baltimore was provided, on the morning of the
16th, with a detachment of five officers, in com-
matid of a captain, lieutenant, or sergeant—the
special officor being required to place himself in
tontict with tho polls, while thé rest of hie de-
tachment were to be within eall of Wi signal in
ense their services should be required. They wore
{ndtracted to preserve order at all hazards.

To afford still greater efficiency, runners ware
provided to sommunicate with the stations, in case
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There was no eviden
cipal arm

Hons thero wus o large reserve, wnder urms, and
ready io march at the shortest notice. The cen.
tl:ll Station, newr the Mayor's office, wan provided
with & complement of sevonty-five men, who were
not permitted w absent theawolves during the
whole day.

The entire force wy command eonsisted of
about, four hundrod wen, Use substitutes being de-
talled for general scrvice throughout the eity,
There was umple provision 1 arm snd equip the
antire force,
At half-past ten o'clock | wade tho eironit of
the western seetion of the Gity in compuny with
the Chief Marslal, cutnmunieating with the Jodees
at the various precinets, snd satisfying (s self (hat
overything was progresslog in an orderls maner
In no single fustance did I witness any uet Lot
requited 1ny foierferance. The voting was pro
cceding quietly, and a wial absence of nll cxcity
ment seented to pervado the elty.

On my return to the Nayor's office aiter makin,
this cireuir, T was wot by Captain Mitchell, of the
police, who fuformed wie of the outbreak in the
Righh ward, and the mwurder of Bergesnt Jour

dan. 'The intellgence wought by thnt viticon was
such ns to induce we Lo vrdes “the whols reserve
of seventy-five men, nt the Central Swton, to
proceed promptly 1o the Mayor's office to reocive
their arma,  The muskets were distributed &t the
Blation to these officors in my presence, and the
Chief' Marahal ordered to procecd 1o the soene of
riot, with inatructions to take posscmsion of Jack

son Hall, the Irish headquarters, snd make arrests
of the puties who had fived upon and murdered
Bergeant Jourdan, of the police. If fufther rein

forcements were needed, the dlayor was Lo be
votified, The order was executed with exeuiplary
coolness by Marshal Herring and the men under
his command. Under a heavy five, they charged
upon and took a caunon which had been stationed
to commnand the strect, mukivg arrests of those
who were in the act of firing, and making prisoncis
of all who were In the house, besides capturing
their arms nnd wmmunition,

The western section of Uhe city was also a scene
of riot, caused by an attuck made with firearme
and missiles from the New Murket engnie house,
Capt. Liveweaver churged und took the house,
with thirty stand of arms, and 1 immediately or-
dered n strong guard to ke placed over it until
further orders from the Mayor's office,

The ‘news of the murder of Sergeant Jourdan
by the Irish woon spread in the castern and west

ern gections of the city, and produced the most
intense excitement. Fears being expressed of the
safety cf the prisoners who had bern concemed

in his wurder, I repaired to the Middle station
apon alter their areival, and announced my pur-
pose to protect them againat violence by a resort
to arms if neceasary, The crowd coutinued around

the Luildiog for some time, but without any at-
tempt to resist my authority.
the magi<trate I'committed the prisoners to jail,
and ordured their prompt removal under the sn-

In the absence of

pervision of the Marshal.

Retincing my steps, 1 was informed that a pur-
pose existed in the Fourth 1 y Where Sergeant
dordan resided, as well a< in oilior wards in that
section of the city, to mareh upon the Eighth
Ward to revenge his death. 1 st no time in
repairing to that guarter of the ¢ity, T went into
all the wards, spoke to the people, and cautioned
them nagninst such interference. They assured
me of their confidence in my purpose to see that
Justice wan done, nnd in every quarter, of their
support in maintaining the peace of the city, and
their willingness to leave the offenders to be dealt
with by the ecivil authorities, The Chief Maisbal
attended me during this visit.

It was late in the ovening when T returned
from the Eastern section of the city. About
seven o'clock a dispateh reported that the Irish
had risen upon the guard left in charge of the
Fignth Ward—had overpowered them by their
numbers and had shot Officer Kidd., A detach-

ment of fifty muskets were again put in motion

for that quarter, and. promptly succeeded in re-
stoving order. At a later perod in the evening,

say about 8 o'clock, a message came that & body
of about forty Americans had made

a descent
upon the Eighth Ward, and were firing upon the
Irish. It was now dark, and the nien who had

been under arms all day, were broken down by
latigue,
to take charge of a detachment of fiif
preceed Lo the Eighth Ward, and w s
make prisoncrs of all wiio might be fou
in
:JI UI'IIT‘“'II‘*“

"-npunixl Miteholl, however, was ordered
inen, £
rround and
1 engaged
The ordor was excouted with
and the officer reported, on his
return, that no attack had been made upon the
Ieigh, and that th, feport was wholly without
foundation,

Soch is a brief record of the part which 1 took
in the late election. |1

The

thi= eonflict,

am not aware that I

Voung woenl on i most

sion, until the occarrence in the Eighth Ward. —

It was here and here nlone that nny serious riot

occurred. The only vietims of the late riots are
already kuown to the public.

Four of the policemon were fce and
wounded by a Democratic erowd ou i

preceding  election, in

teenth Ward House, figm which a

directed ngainst a party of eitigons who bad bea
passi in that vicinily A s satit of police wae
tired upan in the Eighth Ward, and brutally s
dered, in the discharge of his duty. Another
officer is now lying in » precarions coudition, from
the effecte of 1 musket ball o an infurated

mob of Irish in the same vicinity, Sl anot
officer in the Eleveath Ward was wounded
party of lrish who had planncd an attack upon
the polls in that quarter

by n

With theso exceplions, not A -|.,;? CAM O
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